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Beyond the Holiday Party

What's driving them and how brands can bring them to life.
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This Year | 2026

At Sequence, we believe the best end-of-year celebrations are rooted in
something bigger than a theme. They're an opportunity to recognize employees,
strengthen company culture, and energize teams for the year ahead.

Every year, we look beyond seasonal aesthetics to understand the cultural shifts
influencing how people gather, celebrate, and connect. Those insights inspire the
concepts in this guide.

Whether you're hosting 150 guests or 2,000, a strong theme creates a foundation
for every touchpoint, resulting in a more cohesive experience that brings people
together and builds momentum heading into the new year.
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[Your Brand] Rewind

Overview

Celebrate the moments that shaped your
people and your company. Blending nostalgic
cultural references through iconic decades,
this theme creates a shared experience that
sparks conversation across every generation.

Vibe

Joyful, nostalgic, and energetic

Why It Works

Every generation has its own version of
nostalgia, whether that's the music they grew
up with, the movies they quoted, or the trends
that defined an era. By giving everyone a
chance to revisit their memories while
discovering someone else's, this theme
naturally sparks conversation across teams.
It's a fitting approach for today's workforce,
which spans five generations’, especially as
nostalgia has been shown to increase feelings
of belonging and social connection?

Sources: 'Deloitte. (2026) 2026 Global Human Capital Trends;
2University of Southampton. (2013) What Nostalgia Is and
What It Does
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The Theme

[Your Brand] Rewind

Retro Arcade

Vintage arcade games, Mario Kart tournaments,
BuzzFeed-style quizzes, and throwback challenges

Nostalgic Snacks

Childhood favorites reimagined through elevated food
stations and signature cocktails

Dress the Decade

LED violinists, Invite guests to dress in their favorite era, while hosts,
bartenders, or performers embody iconic cultural figures from across
the decades DJ mashups

Memory Lane

Company milestones layered alongside defining moments from
each decade

Vintage Keepsakes

Disposable cameras, custom yearbooks, trading cards, or
mixtape-inspired takeaways.
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The Museum of [Your Brand]

Overview

Every company has stories worth telling.
Inspired by the experience of exploring a
thoughtfully curated museum, this theme
transforms everyday work into a collection of
exhibits celebrating the ideas, achievements,
and people that have shaped your company
over time

Vibe

Timeliness, curated, and exploratory

Why It Works

Companies spend all year creating milestones,
yet they're often celebrated as a list of
accomplishments. Curating those moments
into an experience invites employees to
discover the people, ideas, and milestones that
shaped the company. Stories are remembered
22x more than facts alone’, making curated
storytelling one of the most effective ways to
create lasting emotional connection

Sources: 'Stanford Graduate School of Business. (2020)
Harnessing the Power of Stories
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The Theme

[Your Brand] Rewind

Literary Details

Book stacks, library carts, handwritten place cards, wax
seals, pressed florals, vintage paper goods

Write the Next Chapter

Interactive installations where guests contribute memories,
predictions, or reflections

Stories Worth Telling

Employee stories woven throughout menus, signage,
installations, or table conversations

Chapter Markers

The evening unfolds through "chapters" instead of a
traditional run of show, arrivals being chapter 1, and so on

Bound Keepsakes

storybook-inspired gifts such as leather journals and
pressed flower bookmarks
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Before Tomorrow

Overview

A celebration designed to help teams slow
down, recharge, and reconnect before the new
year. Inspired by modern wellness retreats,
this experience prioritizes restoration without
sacrificing style or celebration

Vibe

Serene, intentional, and restorative

Why It Works

After a year of deadlines, travel, and constant
notifications, slowing down can feel just as
meaningful as celebrating. A wellness-inspired
gathering signals that taking care of people
isn't separate from company culture. It reflects
it. That aligns with 92% of employees who say
it's important to work somewhere that
genuinely supports their wellbeing®

Sources: 'American Psychological Association. (2023) 2023
Work in America™ Survey
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The Theme

Before Tomorrow

Wellness Studio

Essential oil blending, aromatherapy, meditation, or sound
bath experiences

Botanical Bar

Fresh juices, herbal cocktails, adaptogens, and
wellness-forward bites

Nature-Inspired Design

Organic textures, greenery, soft lighting, and calming
palettes.

Rest & Restore

Lounge environments designed for slowing down and
reflecting

Self-Care Takeaways

Eye masks, tea blends, journals, or personalized wellness
Kits

00000
sequence




Give Back Garden

Overview

An elevated, outdoor-inspired celebration that
encourages teams to step away from the
day-to-day and reconnect with what matters
most. Centered around community and
collective impact, this theme reminds
employees they're part of something bigger
than their individual work

Vibe

Fresh, grounded, and purposeful

Why It Works

End-of-year celebrations are one of the few
moments when an entire organization comes
together. Channeling that energy toward a
shared cause creates a collective experience
with lasting impact, reinforcing that individual
contributions are part of something bigger. It's
a natural fit for a workforce where nearly 9in 10
employees say purpose contributes to job
satisfaction’, and volunteering has been shown
to strengthen engagement and belonging?

Sources: "McKinsey American Opportunity Survey. (2021)
Help your employees find purpose—or watch them leave

Benevity Impact Report. (2024) The State of Corporate
Volunteering 2024
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The Theme

Give Back Garden

Living Greenery

Garden-inspired installations, florals, herbs, and abundant
natural textures

Community Build

Hands-on charitable activations and collaborative giving
experiences

Local Impact

Highlight nonprofits, makers, small businesses, and causes
making a difference within the company's community

Growth in Action

Interactive moments that visualize collective impact

Living Gifts
Seed packets, potted plants, or donations made in each
guest's honor
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Oscar Night

Overview

Roll out the red carpet for the people behind
your company's success. This
awards-inspired celebration puts employees in
the spotlight, recognizing individual
achievements while celebrating the collective
accomplishments of the year

Vibe

Cinematic, glamorous, and celebratory

Why It Works

Recognition is most meaningful when it's
public, personal, and tied to the values a
company wants to reinforce. An
awards-inspired celebration turns appreciation
into a shared experience, helping employees
feel seen while reminding everyone what
success looks like. Employees who receive
meaningful recognition are 5x more likely to
feel connected to their company culture’

Sources: 'Gallup. (2022) Is Your Industry Delivering on
Employee Recognition?
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The Theme

Oscar Night

Red Carpet Arrival

Paparazzi moments, step & repeats, and editorial
photography

Community Build

Hands-on charitable activations and collaborative giving
experiences

Awards Show

Transform the energy after the awards with a true Hollywood after
party featuring entertainment, cocktails, and late-night surprises

Hollywood Details

Ticket stubs, marquees, dressing rooms, director's chairs

Winner's Circle

Custom trophies, framed certificates, and
commemorative gifts
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[Your Brand] Rewind

Overview

A future-forward celebration inspired by
innovation, ambition, and possibility. Sleek
design, immersive technology, and interactive
experiences create an atmosphere that
energizes teams and builds excitement for the
year ahead

Vibe

Sleek, visionary, and electric

Why It Works

The end of the year naturally invites reflection,
but the start of a new one creates momentum.
Looking ahead gives teams something to rally
around, shifting the conversation from what
was accomplished to what's possible next.
Employees who feel energized by their work
are 31% more likely to stay', making optimism
itself a meaningful investment

Sources: 'Gartner. (2023) Gartner HR Research Finds Only
31% of Employees Report They Are Engaged, Enthusiastic and
Energized by Their Work
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The Theme

The Edge of
Tomorrow

Digital Canvas

LED installations, projection mapping, chrome finishes, and
reflective materials

Speculative Design

Products, objects, advertisements, office tools, or artifacts
imagined from the future

Tomorrow's Headlines

Guests contribute predictions for the company, industry, or world,
displayed as future newspaper front pages or digital headlines

Next Generation Hospitality

Futuristic presentation, molecular touches, and unexpected
cocktails

A Glimpse Ahead

future-themed keepsakes, fortune cookies, and mementos
inspired by what's to come

00000
sequence

PP R e g g e g ey gy g

6.5289261
6.5487611
6.5780411
6.5838641
b6.6028991
6.6275361
6.6359011
6.6441251
6.6605121
6.6704451

6.6795911

6.6878201
6.6935671
6.6973101
6.710661]

SUSTEMIL
systend[11:
systemd[11:

systemndl1]1:
systemd[1]:
systemd[11:

fuse: init

systemdl1]:
systendl1]:
systemdl1]1:
systemd[1]:
systemdf11:
systemd[11:
ystemdl11:
systemdl1]:

Conc.
Start
Start
Start
(API v
Start
Mount
Mount
Mount
Finis
Finis
nodpr
Finis

tun: Universal TU

systemd(11
systemdl1]

1 modpr
: Finis

systemdf1l: Find
gystemd{11: ¥




[Your Brand] Chalet

Overview

Inspired by the comfort of a winter cabin
retreat, this celebration invites teams to unplug
and settle in, taking a moment to enjoy the
simple moments that bring people together.
Designed to create a sense of home away
from home

Vibe

Cozy, intimate, and heartfelt

Why It Works

As work becomes increasingly digital,
face-to-face time feels more intentional. A
cozy, welcoming environment creates space
for the conversations that don't happen over
Zoom or Slack, strengthening the relationships
that fuel collaboration long after the event
ends. It's no surprise employees with strong
workplace friendships are more engaged,
productive, and likely to stay’

Sources: 'Gallup. (2022) The Increasing Importance of a Best
Friend at Work
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The Theme

[Your Brand] Chalet

Cozy Corners

Fireside lounges, layered textiles, candlelight, and warm
wood finishes

Shared Traditions

Recipe swaps, ornament exchanges, gratitude notes,
communal tables

Comfort Classics

S'mores, hot cocoa, mulled wine, and family-style comfort food

Campfire Sessions

Acoustic music, storytelling, or board game lounges

Cabin Gifts

Camp mugs, blankets, homemade treats, and cozy winter
essentials
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OFFICE ADDRESS INSTAGRAM

15 W 38th Street @Team_Seq
12th Floor

New York, NY 10018 FACEBOOK
@TeamSeq

WEBSITE LINKEDIN
https://www.sequence-events.com @Sequence-Events

EMAIL TWITTER
Dana@sequence-events.com @Team_SEQ
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/sequence-events
https://twitter.com/team_seq
http://sequence-events.com
http://sequence-events.com
mailto:events@sequence-events.com

